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Abstract
Soil is an important natural resource to man and other living organisms. It exists naturally on the earth's surface and supports lives in different perspectives. To a man, soil is a source of food, trees and minerals that have economic importance. Therefore, it is important to conserve soil so as to find the benefits that an intact and fertile soil brings forth. This paper gives an overview of the factors influencing soil erosion, effects of soil quality on agricultural productivity, effects of soil quality on water quality and finally it highlights effect on soil quality on runoff.


Soil Erosion
Soil erosion is the main cause of land degradation and it can be caused by a biological process, physical process or chemical process (Snakin et al., 1996).   The process usually makes soil fertility to go down as well as interfere with soil structure thus making soil to be less productive and stable. For example, a highly eroded soil may lose nitrogen and other important minerals that support healthy growth of plants. It can also cause landslides, especially during rainy seasons because soil structure is transformed into weak and unstable structures that occur fast especially due to human activities such as deforestation.
Soil erosion promotes flooding and hinders the potential of water reservoirs to hold large amount of water. In this regard, there is need to take precautionary measures that are aimed at protecting topsoil from all forms of soil erosion including water erosion, and wind erosion. By keeping the nutritional and physical content of the soil, negative impacts of soil erosion such as flooding in runoffs, destruction of property and low agricultural yields are mitigated. (Adams, C. & Eswaran, H, 2000).
Vegetation coverage has a great influence on soil erosion (Azarnivand et al., 2010). Areas with good vegetation cover are less prone to soil erosion because vegetation hold the soil together and also give it cover such that ground is not hit directly by rain or top soil is not blown directly by the wind. However, soil with low vegetation cover is highly susceptible to splash erosion, wind erosion and even galley erosion if the activity persists.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Another factor that plays a critical role in influencing soil erosion is drainage density. Drainage density is dependent on the amount of water flow per distance which is again determined by the type of soil that t water flows through.   Soil quality has a great impact on agricultural productivity, water quality and runoff. Three different types of soil respond differently to water flow. Loam and clay tend to keep or hold water due to their small compacted particles. On the other hand, sandy soils freely allow water to pass through it due to its large and loose particles thus chances of soil erosion happening is high in sandy soils. 
In a nutshell, soil erosion has negative effects on soil productivity which in turns affects sustainability in agriculture. It also results in a negative economic impact that is brought forth by flooding which may destroy property and kill people when it is intense. Considering the adverse effects of soil erosion, conservation of soil should form an integral part of sustainable soil management practices. Through conservation, sustainable agricultural production can be achieved.
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